25 February, 2020

The Centre for Arab Genomic Studies (CAGS), under the aegis of the Sheikh Hamdan Award for
Medical Sciences (SHAMS) is organizing several activities around the International DNA DAY, 2020.
DNA Day is celebrated by genetic societies and entities around the globe on April 25, in
commemoration of the seminal work published by James Watson, Francis Crick, Maurice Wilkins and
Rosalind Franklin in 1953.
CAGS joins these international societies in celebrating International DNA DAY and will be running
awareness campaigns in Dubai annually on this day under the banner of DNA DAY DXB 2020. As
part of these activities, we are conducting the following competitions for school students:
Essay/Video competitions: (students of grades 9-12 are eligible)
Answer ONE of the following questions by either writing an essay (750 words max) OR making a
video (3 minutes max)
Question 1: How is DNA analysis useful in forensics?
Question 2: The discovery made by Franklin, Watson, and Crick revolutionized many aspects of your
lives including health, agriculture, and criminology. Choose one of these 3 and discuss further.
Arts competition: (students of grades 5-8 are eligible)
Create an original and artistic representation of DNA. Submit a picture or a video (30 seconds max)
showing what you created.
Submissions can be in either English or Arabic. All submissions need to be sent to
cags.uae@gmail.com, latest by April 11, 2020.
Submissions will be judged by a scientific committee constituted by CAGS. The top 3 videos, 3 essays
and 3 artwork will each be awarded a certificate and a monetary prize. Winning entries will be featured
on our website and social media platforms.
Please feel free to contact us for any questions or clarifications at cags.uae@gmail.com
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